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Introduction
by
Monsignor P. E. Hallett

‘THE pamphlet on Blessed Thomas More, which has for long appeared in the
catalogue of the C.T.S., was but a portion of an address originally given by the late
Justice O"Hagan to the Catholic Union of Ireland. This excellent piece of work is
printed in full as the Introduction to More’s Utopia and Dialogue of Comfort in
Everyman’s Library. When, in 1929, I was asked, in view of information since
discovered, to revise the C.T.S. pamphlet, it was with some qualms of conscience
that I agreed to alter the text of another man’s work. Now, upon a new edition
being required, it would seem better to write a fresh pamphlet, though in many
respects I cannot hope to equal the excellence of Justice O’Hagan’s work.

In a pamphlet of this size it would not be wise to give, in lengthy notes, the pros
and cons of the many doubtful points or the evidence for the facts that I have
incorporated. Once for all I must express my indebtedness to the work of
Professors Chambers and Reed, of London University, and their devoted fellow-
workers, who in the notes to the new edition of More’s English works, to
Harpsfield’s Life of More (E.E.T.S.), and elsewhere, have printed such valuable
new material.

I have tried to tell the story, within the narrow limits of a pamphlet, very largely in
the words of More himself and his early biographers. Comment has been reduced
ruthlessly, as almost an intrusion upon the eloquence of the simple facts and the
beauty of the Tudor diction.

P.E. HALLETT,
Vice-postulator for the Cause of Blessed John Fisher and Blessed Thomas More.

(Editor’s Note: Saint Thomas More and Saint John Fisher were canonized by Pius X1 in
1935, subsequent to publication of this pamphlet.)




Gardlnﬂ young Thomas More would take his place among the players and o@ nmence

impromptu dialogue which never failed to give the greatest amusement to the audience

Cardinal marked his wit and intelligence and would often say, “This child here wmﬁ‘n#aff-'thc tab
‘whoever shall live to see it, will prove a marvelous man.” o

‘The Cardinal sent him to Canterbury College, Oxford, now part of Christ Church, whcre he dﬂigently -
studied literature and philosophy. His father kept him very short of money, so, even for necessary
repairs to clothing or boots, he had to write home to obtain funds. In later life, More praised his

father’s wisdom in thus teaching him habits of frugality. a .

‘His father, Sir John More, was a successful lawyer who eventually became a judge in'the Court of ™ * 4

King’s Bench. Wishing his son to follow in his footsteps he recalled him from Oxford and placed
‘him at New Inn, an Inn of Chancery, for the study of law. The young man’s brilliant talents soon "!
brought him to the fore. He studied at Lincoln’s Inn, he was reader at Furnival’s Inn, he lectured at
Lawrence Jewry on Saint Augustine’s De Ciaitate Dei to crowded and enthusiastic audiences. Nor ,.dld,
he neglect his studies in literature. With such scholars as Linacre, Grocyn, and Lily he studied both :
‘Greek and Latin, translating speeches and epigrams from one language into the other, beccﬁnmg one
:ﬁle best Latin orators in the country and in general taking his place as one of the foremost S(;holars
Ei land in that time of great scholars. b

s did fortune smile upon young Thomas More and the world attract him w;tth gllddcl m
was man less easily deceived by specious appearances. One of his eanh,estpﬂﬁs

“And yet her brittle gifts long may not last,
He that she gave them looketh proud and fli‘g,h

She whirleth about and plucketh away as g"ast i
And giveth them to anol;hcﬁ‘by agg by ¥

Thus when she changcth her
Up start a knave and down




daughters whose honest conversation and virtuous education provoked him there «
affection.” Thus speaks Roper, More’s son-in-law, to whose happy sketch all biogra;
primarily indebted. He continues, “And albeit his mind most served him to the second
he thought her the fairest and best favored, yet when he considered that it would be both great grief"and
some shame also to the eldest to see her younger sister in marriage preferred before her, he then of a

certain pity framed his fancy towards her and soon after married her.” -

No marriage could have been happier, though the eldest, Jane Colt, was still in her teens and More Wﬁsﬂ'
now about 28 years old. Taking her from the country to Bucklersbury in the very heart of London, More
found his delight in instructing her in literature and music. Three daughters, Margaret, Elizabeth, and
Cecily, and one son, John, came to gladden the happy couple, but the eldest was only six when d.
claimed the young wife. Poor Mr. More must have been at his wits end to know hew to manage thi %

four babies. Small wonder that without delay he married again, “rather for the ruling of his chlldre%. ‘I L

£

l house, and family, than for any bodily pleasure,” says his biographer. :

A most interesting letter written in 1535 by a Carthusian, Father John Bouge, who formerly had been in.
charge of Saint Stephen Walbrook, close by More’s house, gives us a picture of his former: “1 christcn ,

= “him two goodly children. I buried his first wife, and, within a month after, he came to me (m a Sunda
at night late and there he brought me a dispensation to be married the next Monday without any ban

asking; and as I understand she is yet alive. This Mr. More was my ghostly child; in his con&ssm
~ be so pure, so clean, with great study, deliberation, and devotion, I never heard many such; a, AY
'gcntleman of great learning, both in law, art, and divinity, having no man like now aliv
Ite \' a gcntleman of great sobemess and gravity, one Cthf of the ng s Coun(:ll. Item, a




er anecdote, illustrative of his merry banter of his wife, may be

ficiently ambitious of worldly advancement and upbraided him, “What will you
forth yourself as other folk do? Will you sit still by the fire and make gos

ck as children do?”

“What would you do, I pray you?” replied her husband.

“By God, go forward with the first; for as my mother was wont to say—God have i
soul—it is ever better to rule than to be ruled. And, therefore, by God, I would not, I
foolish as to be ruled where I might rule.” )

“By my troth, wife,” said her husband, “in this I dare say you say truth, for I never le.‘!le you w1l mg
to be ruled yet.” e ,q'

Though he thought little of worldly honors, yet by the mere force of genius it was inevitable that More
should rise to eminence. After leaving the Charterhouse, he entered Parliament and soon secured an
unenviable distinction by opposing King Henry VII's demands for a subsidy. The king was very angry
that his plans were foiled by “a beardless boy.” Not wishing to appear to interfere with Parliament’s

right of freedom of speech, on some frivolous pretext he threw More'’s father into the Tower, from which
the old gentleman was glad to purchase release by a fine of £100. In later years Sir Thomas was chosen
as Speaker of the House of Commons. - &

1
l’

Meanwhile he was building up a large practice at the Bar. He would try, whenever possible, to get the'

litigants to come to terms, and never would he accept any case in which he was not satisfied of the fﬁg
‘of his client. He became immensely popular in the City and in 1510 was elected an Under-S erlff
‘For the next few years he was constantly occupied in City affairs, in the business of the various
the Fishmongers, the Bakers, the Saddlers, in arbitration, in the care of food-stuffs, in looking &f{cr
“management of the sewers, of London Bridge, etc. Twice he went abroad on the affairs GﬁClt
_merchants, once to Flanders and once to Calais. These visits opened up important litera y
' “mﬂnecuens His labors as a peacemaker in the riots of “Evil May Day,” 1517, hava,thelr p ce i -
history and the literature of the country.

yea;s before and upon his accession had presented him w1th a pocm of :
had made tentatwe efforts to secure More’s services for hlmself but

Cu .;usly camugh it was a case in which Mqre successfully di
St t'l"{gzmyal clajms that ﬁnally determined the kin



; *ﬂl.. king WOulcE sometimes follow him and sit down, unhcralded, to dmnﬁr ith him
Chelsea, or walk arm-in-arm with More along the garden paths. There is no doubt
fond of More (who was not?) and he promoted him to one office after another, knigt
: 15‘21 and ma.kmg him Under-Treasurcr of the ngdom, and then in 1525 Chancﬂll 0

as s'mgularly favor me as any subject within this rcalm. Howbeit, I havc no cause tohe u
for if my head would win him a castle in France, it should not fail to go.”

| In 1524 More bought the land at Chelsea upon which he built himself a large and commodious ma
Here, when his busy life permitted, he would dwell with delight surrounded by the numerous -
members of his household. Sir John More, his father, who, in spite of his “merry” saying that chdoé%g i
a wife was like putting a hand into a sack filled with some harmless eels with many more poisonous aﬂh
vipers, seems to have been married four times, was still living with his son. More’s four childten = =+
married early in life and, instead of setting up separate homes, continued to live with their father. .
Thus, by the time of his imprisonment, there were eleven grandchildren in his house. There were b
others, too, that More took into his household, the best known being Margaret Gigs, who married one «
of the tutors, John Clements, and is more commonly called by his name.

Erasmus, who stayed with More both at Bucklersbury and at Chelsea, was enraptured with his hﬁpp?
family life. It was, he said, as if Plato’s Academy had once more been established on earth. Yet -~
| though learning was insisted on, piety was put in the first place. More bade his household take piety
‘and learning for their meat, play for their sauce. Roper gives a touching picture of the example More “
|

a;“ gave:

“*As Sir Thomas More’s custom was daily, if he were at home, besides his private prayers with h:g
- children, to say the seven psalms, litany and suffrages following, so was his guise qghﬂy, fore he
- went to bed, with his wife, children, and houschold to go to his chapel, and there upon his Knees
__ordinarily to say certain psalms and collects with them: and because he was desirous for go rpos
‘some time to be solitary, and sequester himself from worldly company; .a good di '
. ion house builded he a place, called “The New Building,” wherein was a
lery, in which as his use was upon other days to occupy himself in prayer
the Fridays there usually continued he from morning unto evening, spen@&
yers and splntual cxcrmses and to provokc hJS w1fe and c_i‘uldreg to th




'ughmrs that they once held a formal Latin dlsputatmn in Philoso

: r ._ the wife of John Roper, the eldest and best-beloved of this happ ‘
gifted. She corresponded on literary matters with Erasmus, the first scholar
>spondence her letters are printed.

Among More’s epigrams is preserved a letter in Latin verse that he wrote to his
‘was travelling on horseback. He reminds them how he is ever thinking of them, how
bring back some little present for each of them, how they receive from him many mo
strokes with the rod, the rod itself being but a bundle of peacock’s feathers.

When correction was required he gave it so gently that Margaret Clements in laftﬁ’r )?ﬁqrs used te
relate that sometimes she deliberately committed some trifling fault, so sweet and loving was his = “h T

reproof, . * |

To his parish church—now called Chelsea Old Church—he was a constant benefactor, giving'
generously altar plate, vestments, etc. He built for himself and his family the chapel that now forms the
‘south aisle. He thought it an honor, even when Lord Chancellor, to serve Mass or to put on a surplice
and chant in the choir. Once the Duke of Norfolk, coming to dine with him, found him so . Y
employed and remonstrated with him, “God’s body, my Lord Chancellor! What! a parish clerk, a
parish clerk! You dishonor the king and his office!” “Nay,” replied Sir.Thomas smiling, “ Your Grace'
may not think that the king, your master and mine, will with me for serving God his Master be i
offended, or thereby account his office dishonored.” '

¥

In the processions of the Rogation Days, which covered several miles around the countrysiae M
would carry the cross, and he refused to ride even when Chancellor, following his Master (he said)
~went on foot. i

_I?urmg the sixteen years Roper lived in More’s house, Roper bears witness that he never once
‘angry. Yet Roper himself was clearly trying at times. He became imbued for a. time w1th ther
as and conceived an unreasoning abhorrence for his father-in-law. Long did M
, but to no purpose. At last he told Margaret that he would argue no more,’
Very soon afterwards Roper saw his folly and ignorance and becamc 0

L]




‘Then, whilst on his embassy in Flanders, he had begun to write his most famou:
translated into practically every European tongue and given a new word to ever
‘This extraordinary work brought him friends from all over Europe. We cannot n
problems it suggests, but it may be well to say that whilst there is much in it upon wk
most deeply, e.g., the depopulation of the countryside owing to the change of arable i
yet it would be the greatest mistake to take everything in the book as More’s serious &
opinion. More loved to mystify his family and friends, who found it hard to know ;
jesting. “Ye use to look so sadly,” one complains, “when ye mean merrily.” More gives th
women priests, but when Tyndale makes a similar suggestion More makes great fun of Eﬁm.
heresy reckoneth every woman a priest, and as able to say Mass as ever was Saint Peter. And in'g
faith, as for such Masses as he would have said, without the canon, without the secrets, without
oblation, without sacrifice, without the Body or Blood of Christ, with bare signs and tokens instead ¢
the Blessed Sacrament, I ween a woman were indeed a more meet priest than Saint Peter.” Then again’ .
More, himself a lawyer, makes the Utoplans distrust lawyers and refuse to have them in the country, atﬁ-h -
he tells us how in their hatred of avarice they use gold for pots and pans and the basest of uses, and as _ [ 8
chains for malefactors. Yet amidst much that is merely whimsical there is plenty of sound common- -
sense, which has made More into almost a patron saint of social reformers. : i

! L |
About the year 1522 he began to write a book, “On the Four Last Things.” Death he treats |
powerfully and at length, so it is clear that the thought of death was one on which he constantly dwelt. =
The book was never finished, for when he begins to treat of the vice of sloth, with unconscious Humog I
the editor notes, “Sir Thomas More wrote no farther of this work.”

. But momentous events were occurring and More was swept farther away from the quiet and lelsure
- he loved. Luther had revolted from his allegiance to the Holy See and had begun to attack Cath OlI
doctrine. Henry VIII wrote against him, and when Luther replied with foul-mouthed abuse, Mqre -
wrote on his master’s behalf a Latin work that, in Stapleton’s words, left Luther “more dumb tha
fish.> There is in the book plenty of hard-hitting and even coarse abuse, as was the style oi
contemporary controversy, but it is nevertheless full of powerful reasoning,

Luther’s teaching, however, was penetrating into. England, and the old method}':
i bummg heretical books was proving insufficient. It says much for More’s lcarm

: Thc license he received to read and retain their books is datcd Mm
was out he had produced the first and most brﬂhant of a lon g series (

nt witness to the flrmncss of Morc S falth in spm.': ﬂf hlS
profound grief at the harm done by heresy. In the next ffy
:tha.t, fﬂl the large volumc of his “Enghsh Wm&e W




































